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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
1. PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
Dr. Michel Bourban, born on the 20th of March 1987 in Monthey, Switzerland 
Academia webpage  https://unil.academia.edu/MichelBourban  
LinkedIn webpage   https://www.linkedin.com/in/michel-bourban-04023378  
 
2. EDUCATION 
 
2017  From January until April, Assistant with a PhD, and from May until July, First Assistant in 

modern and contemporary philosophy at the University of Lausanne.   
2017  In February, qualification for a position as “Maître de conférence” in Philosophy in a 

French University, by the French Ministry of Research and Education (number 
17217302487). 

2012-2016  Since August 2012, PhD Candidate and Teaching Assistant in modern and contemporary 
philosophy at the University of Lausanne under the supervision of Prof. Simone 
Zurbuchen. In November 2013, I began a joint supervision with Prof. Alain Renaut at 
Paris-Sorbonne University.  

  The examination for my dissertation took place on the 10th of December 2016 at Paris-
Sorbonne University. I was awarded by the degree of PhD in Arts by the University of 
Lausanne, and by the degree of PhD in Philosophy by Paris-Sorbonne University, with the 
highest distinction. The title of my dissertation is “Climate Justice: Duties and 
Corresponding Policies” (in French). 

2011-2012  Second academic year for my Master’s degree, with the first semester at the University of 
Columbia, New York, and the second semester at Paris-Sorbonne University.  

 I was awarded by the degree of Master in Political Philosophy and Ethics (MA) in July 
2012 by Paris-Sorbonne University, with the highest distinction. My mémoire, supervised 
by Prof. Alain Renaut, is titled “Climate Change and Global Justice” (in French). 

2010-2011   First academic year for my Master’s degree in Political Philosophy and Ethics at Paris-
Sorbonne University. 

2009-2010  One academic year at Paris-Sorbonne University with the Erasmus student exchange 
programme.  

 I was awarded in September 2010 by the degree of Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Philosophy, 
Political Science and English by the University of Lausanne, with 34 additional ECTS 
credits in Philosophy. 

2007-2009  Two academic years at the University of Lausanne, Switzerland, in Philosophy, Political 
Science and in English.  

 
3. CURRENT POSITION 
 
From September 2017, Research Assistant at the Institute of Geography and Sustainability at the 
University of Lausanne, under the supervision of Prof. Dominique Bourg. 
 
4. SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS (PEER REVIEWED) 
 
4.1. Book 
- Bourban, Michel, La justice climatique. Quels devoirs pour quelles politiques ?, Paris, PUF, 

forthcoming in 2018. 
 
4.2. Collective work 
- Bourban, Michel, Broussois, Lisa and Fragnière, Augustin (eds.), Philosophie du changement 

climatique. Éthique, justice et politiques, Paris, Vrin, forthcoming.  
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4.3. Articles  
- André, Pierre and Bourban, Michel « Éthique et justice climatique : entre motivations morales et 

amorales », Les ateliers de l’éthique/ The Ethics Forum, forthcoming in October 2017. 
- Bourban, Michel, « Justice climatique et négociations internationales », Négociations, vol. 27, n°1, 

2017, p.7-22, https://www.cairn.info/revue-negociations-2017-1-page-7.htm 
- Bourban, Michel, « Vers une éthique climatique plus efficace: motivations et incitations », Les 

ateliers de l’éthique/The Ethics Forum, vol. 9, n°2, 2014, p.4-28, 
http://www.erudit.org/revue/ateliers/2014/v9/n2/1026675ar.pdf  

- Bourban, Michel, « Climate Change, Human Rights and the Problem of Motivation », De Ethica, 
vol. 1, n°1, 2014, p.37-52, http://www.de-
ethica.com/archive/articles/v1/i1/a05/de_ethica_14v1i1a05.pdf  
 

4.4. Chapters in books 
- Bourban, Michel and Lauvau, Geoffroy, « Les petits États insulaires : peut-on compenser la perte 

d’un territoire ? », dans Renaut, Alain, Brown, Étienne, Chartron, Marie-Pauline et Lauvau, Geoffroy 
(eds.), Inégalités entre globalisation et particularisation, Paris, PUPS, 2016, p. 631-649, 
https://www.academia.edu/27011075/Les_petits_États_insulaires_Peut-
on_compenser_la_perte_dun_territoire 

-  « Nouvelles questions de justice climatique », in Papaux, Alain and Zurbuchen, Simone (eds.), 
Philosophy, Law and Environmental Crisis / Philosophie, droit et crise environnementale, Stuttgart, 
Franz Steiner Verlag, 2016, p.61-68. 
 

4.5. Dictionary entries 
- Bourban, Michel, « Justice climatique », in Bourg, Dominique and Papaux, Alain (eds.), 

Dictionnaire de la pensée écologique, Paris, PUF, 2015, p.581-583, 
https://www.academia.edu/15628990/Justice_climatique 

- Bourban, Michel and Zurbuchen, Simone, « Justice globale », in Hervouët, François et al. (eds.), 
Dictionnaire Encyclopédique de l’État, Paris, Berger-Levrault, 2014, p.579-584, 
https://www.academia.edu/10145430/Justice_globale 

 
4.6. Proceedings 
- Bourban, Michel, « Climate Change, Potential Catastrophes and the Rights of Present and Future 

Generations », in Collste, Göran et Reuter, Lars (eds.), Proceedings from the 50th Societas Ethica 
Annual Conference 2013, Linköping, Linköping University Electronic Press, 2014, p.1-15, 
http://www.ep.liu.se/ecp/098/ecp13098.pdf  
 

4.6. Book Review 
- Bourban, Michel, « Philosophie par temps chaud », La vie des idées, 23 novembre 2016, p 1-5, 

http://www.laviedesidees.fr/IMG/pdf/20161123_bourban-justice_climatique.pdf  
 
5. TEACHINGS ACTIVITIES (IN FRENCH) 
 
5.1. Autonomous teachings 
This list includes teachings for first-year students in philosophy, linked to the course “Introduction to 
modern political philosophy” taught by Prof. Simone Zurbuchen. In addition to the teaching of the 
content and the historic and intellectual context of philosophical works, these teachings included a strong 
methodological component (text explanations and dissertations)  
Spring semester 2017 Classical texts in modern political philosophy (Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Kant) 

Spring semester 2016 Locke’s Second Treatise of Government 

Spring semester 2014 Rousseau’s Social Contract 
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5.2. Teachings I have assisted 
The following list includes Prof. Simone Zurbuchen’s teachings for which I have worked as a TA: 
reading and selecting papers and books, active participation to the seminars and lectures, replacements, 
expert for oral and written exams, grading papers and student training.  
 
Fall semester 2016 BA seminar: Alexis de Tocqueville’s Democracy in America and its 

contemporary readings  
BA lecture : Human rights: theories, challenges and critiques 

Spring semester 2016 BA lecture: Introduction to modern political philosophy 

Fall semester 2015 MA seminar: Political philosophy: from global to intergenerational justice 
(interdisciplinary Master in the foundations and practices of sustainability)  
BA lecture: Theories of sovereignty  
BA seminar : What is political liberty? Classical readings 

Fall semester 2014 BA lecture: Political liberalism and its critics 
BA seminar: John Locke’s theory of property 

Spring semester 2014 MA seminar: Intergenerational justice 

Fall semester 2013 MA seminar: Just war theories: historical and contemporary approaches 
BA lecture: The philosophy of human rights 
BA seminar: Hannah Arendt’s political philosophy 

Spring semester 2013 MA seminar: The problem of supererogation  

Fall semester 2012 MA seminar: Is man naturally sociable? 
BA lecture: Main ethical theories in the 19th and 20th century  
BA seminar: John-Stuart Mill 

 
6. MAIN RESEARCH FIELDS 
 
- Climate justice and climate ethics 
- Global justice and global ethics 
- Intergenerational justice 
- Just war theories and drone ethics 
- Animal ethics 
- Rousseau’s political and social philosophy 
- Locke’s political philosophy 

 
7. ORAL PRESENTATIONS IN WORKSHOPS AND OTHER ACADEMIC EVENTS 
 
July 2017  « Souffrance animale et changement climatique » (with Lisa Broussois), presentation at 

the « 14e congrès de l’Association française de science politique (AFSP) » (University 
of Montpellier, France).  

Novembre 2016  « La philosophie face au changement climatique : quelle méthode pour la justice 
climatique ? », presentation at the workshop « Philosophie et interdisciplinarité » 
(University of Lausanne). 

July 2016 « The most good we can do or the best person we can be? Virtuous life, climate change 
and effective altruism » (with Lisa Broussois), presentation at the workshop « 14th 
Conference of the International society for utilitarian studies (ISUS XIV) » (Lille 
Catholic University, France).  

May 2015  « Questions concerning the contemporary relevance of Rousseau’s critique of social 
inequalities », presentation at the workshop « Meet the author» on Frederick 
Neuhouser’s Rousseau’s Critique of Inequality: Reconstructing the Second Discourse 
(Cambridge University Press, 2014) (University of Lausanne). 
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March 2015  « Changement climatique, santé et droits de base », presentation for the course 
« Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) Santé, environnement et éthique » (University 
of Lausanne). 

November 2014  « La justice climatique globale et intergénérationnelle » (with Simone Zurbuchen), 
presentation at the workshop « Urgence climatique, urgences éthiques » (University of 
Geneva).  

September 2014  « Climate justice and international negotiations », presentation at the doctoral summer 
school « Climate Change – Uncertainties, Thresholds and Coping Strategies. Normative 
Perspectives » (University of Graz, Austria).  

August 2014  « The Ethics of Drone Warfare: Responses to Some Objections », presentation at the 
« 51st Societas Ethica Annual Conference: The Ethics of War and Peace » (Maribor, 
Institute Anton Martin Slomsek, Slovenia).  

March 2014 « Les théories de la justice climatique comme théories de la justice appliquée », 
presentation with Alain Renaut in a MA/PhD/post-doc seminar (Paris-Sorbonne 
University, France) 

November 2013  « Commentaire sur “Les théories de la guerre juste: de la dissuasion nucléaire aux conflits 
irréguliers” de Jean-Vincent Holeindre », presentation at the workshop «Théorie de la 
guerre juste: perspectives historiques » (Crêt-Bérard, near Lausanne). 

October 2013 « Comment on Thomas Bernauer’s and Robert Gampfer’s “Public Preferences on the 
Allocation of Emission Rights” », presentation at the « Annual Workshop: Climate 
Justice in Interdisciplinary Research » (ETH Zürich).  

August 2013 « Climate change, potential catastrophes and the rights of future 
generations », presentation at the « 50th Societas Ethica Annual Conference: Climate 
Change, Sustainability and an Ethics of an Open Future » (Soesterberg, hotel Kontakt 
der Kontinenten, Netherlands). 

June 2013  « Distributing the burdens of climate change: Why the developed countries should 
pay? », presentation at the « Society for Applied Philosophy Annual Conference 2013 » 
(University of Zürich). 

May 2013  « Changement climatique et justice intergénérationnelle: nos devoirs envers les 
personnes futures » presentation at the « Journée doctorale de philosophie » (University 
of Bourgogne, France)  

May 2013 « Question de méthode : quelle relation entre la théorie idéale et non-
idéale ? », presentation at the workshop « Meet the author » on Alain Renaut’s book: 
Un monde juste est-il possible ? Contribution à une théorie de la justice globale (Stock, 
2013) (University of Lausanne).  

April 2013  « What kind of global ethics should we choose to apply our duties of climate 
justice? », presentation at the « 7th Uppsala Forum Workshop on Global Climate 
Change. Reconsidering Mitigation and Adaptation: Equity and Policy Dimensions of 
Post-Kyoto Climate Policymaking » (University of Uppsala, Sweden). 

January 2013  « Changement climatique et philosophie politique », presentation at the workshop « 
Justice climatique » (University of Lausanne). 

November 2012   « How to write the history of philosophy? Questions of 
methodology», presentation at the workshop « meet the author » on Christopher 
Brooke’s Philosophic Pride: Stoicism and Political Thought from Lipsius to Rousseau 
(Princeton University Press, 2012) (University of Fribourg). 
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8. INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Since January 2017 Organization of the Swiss Climate Ethics Network (SCENE) with colleagues 

from the Universities of Lausanne, Fribourg, Bern and Zürich, in order to 
promote philosophical research on climate change in Switzerland. 

Since September 2015 Organization of the working and reading group “Philosophy and its history” and 
“Methods in moral and political philosophy” with Dr. Lisa Broussois and Dr. 
Ophélie Desmons at the University of Lausanne (for young researchers and 
students). 

 
9. ACTIVITIES IN COMMISSIONS AND AS AN EXPERT 
 
2015-2016  Expert for commenting a project in the Foundation for research on biodiversity 

(FRB) and for assessing a project submitted to the Higher Council for strategic 
training and research (CSFRS) (France) 

2015 Anonymous reviewer for a paper in the Revue française des affaires sociales and 
for a manuscript submitted to the editor La Découverte. 

2013-2014 Participation to the nominating committee for a Professor in general and 
systematic philosophy at the University of Lausanne  

 
10. MEMBERSHIP IN SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES AND NGOS 
 
Since September 2015 Member of the NGO Swiss Youth for Climate (SYFC) 

(https://www.syfc.ch/home) 
Since November 2014 Member of the Societas Ethica: The European Society for Research in Ethics 

(http://www.societasethica.info/introduction/). 
Octobre 2011 –  Member of the International Solar Energy Society (ISES) 
septembre 2013 (https://www.ises.org) 
Since May 2009  Member of the Swiss Study Foundation (http://www.studyfoundation.ch) 
 
11. ORGANIZATION OF CONFERENCES  
 
May 2017  « Civil disobedience and animal/environmental activism », workshop on Tony 

Milligan’s Civil Disobedience: Protest, Justification and the Law (Bloomsbury, 
2013),  at the University of Lausanne (with Lisa Broussois, Ophélie Desmons and 
Christian Maurer). 

April 2016   « Le revenu de base inconditionnel : quelles justifications philosophiques ? Quels 
enjeux pratiques ? », workshop at the University of Lausanne (with Simone 
Zurbuchen). 

September 2014  « Philosophy, Law and Environmental Crisis » (University of Lausanne), workshop 
at the University of Lausanne (with Simone Zurbuchen, Alain Papaux and the 
Swiss Institute for comparative law) 

November 2013  «Théorie de la guerre juste : perspectives historiques », workshop at Crêt-Bérard, 
near Lausanne (with Simone Zurbuchen)  

May 2013  « Meet the author», workshop on Alain Renaut’s Un monde juste est-il possible ? 
Contribution à une théorie de la justice globale (Stock, 2013), at the University of 
Lausanne (with Simone Zurbuchen). 

April 2013  « Humility, Arrogance and Self-Respect », workshop at the University of Lausanne 
(with Simone Zurbuchen).  
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12. PRIZES AND SCHOLARSHIPS  
 
2017 Faculty of Arts prize from the University of Lausanne for my dissertation 

“Climate Justice: Duties and Corresponding Policies” (in French) 
2013-2016 Scholarship for the joint supervision of my dissertation by Swissuniversities. 
Fall semester 2010  Scholarship by the Columbia-Penn Program in Paris and mobility scholarship 

by the Swiss Study Foundation for my semester at Columbia University.   
Academic year 2009-2010 Erasmus scholarship and mobility scholarship by the Swiss Study Foundation 

for my academic year at Paris-Sorbonne University.   
 
13. OUTREACH ACTIVITIES  
 
13.1. Publications 
- Bourban, Michel, « Itinéraire d’un jeune philosophe. Lausanne, Paris, New York… et Champéry ! », 

Le Messager Champérolain, n°83, juillet 2017, p.14-15, 
https://issuu.com/champery9/docs/messager_83_juillet_2017__screen/14  

- Bourban, Michel, « Philosophie par temps chaud », La vie des idées, 23 novembre 2016, p. 1-5, 
http://www.laviedesidees.fr/IMG/pdf/20161123_bourban-justice_climatique.pdf  

- Bourban, Michel, « La géo-ingénierie : une solution au changement climatique ? », Huffington Post, 
July 9 2015, http://www.huffingtonpost.fr/michel-bourban/la-geo-ingenierie-une-solution-au-
changement-climatique_b_7753718.html?utm_hp_ref=fr-environnement  

- Bourban, Michel, « Appel à la justice climatique», L’Hebdo, n°21, May 21 2015, p.54, 
https://www.philosophie.ch/fr/philosophie-fr/2015-ethique-en-action/changement-climatique-et-
justice  

- Spring, David and Bourban, Michel, « Game of Drones », Allez savoir, n°56, 23 January 2014, p.24-
26 (interview), http://wp.unil.ch/allezsavoir/game-of-drones/  
 

13.2. Presentations in the media 

June 2016 Presentation of my thesis project in the programme « Objet de recherche: série de 
portraits de doctorants », organised by Virginie Thibaud, communication assistant, Paris-
Sorbonne University, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05hevhpn864  

November 2015 « Climat : changer de paradigme pour sauver la planète ? », participation to a TV debate 
in the programme « Faut pas croire » on the Swiss TV channel RTS1, with Ghislain 
Waterlot (Professor of philosophy and ethics, University of Geneva). Debate moderated 
by Aline Bachofner (journalist and TV presenter), http://www.rts.ch/play/tv/faut-pas-
croire/video/climat-changer-de-paradigme-pour-sauver-la-planete?id=7293771  

Septembre 2013  « Drones de guerre », participation to a TV debate in the programme « Faut pas croire » 
on the Swiss TV channel RTS1, with Andrea Bianchi (Professor of international law, 
University of Geneva) and François-Xavier Trégan (Journalist). Debate moderated by 
Aline Bachofner (journalist and TV presenter), http://www.rts.ch/emissions/religion/faut-
pas-croire/5131308-drone-de-guerre.html?vid=5211609  

 
13.3. Presentations for the general public 
 
April 2016  « Questions de justice climatique », presentation at the « café citoyen » « Devons-nous 

repenser notre rapport à la nature ? La philosophie et la question environnementale » 
(Café L’Aubier, Neuchâtel). 

March 2015  « Changement climatique, santé et droits de base », presentation for the course 
« Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) Santé, environnement et éthique » (University 
of Lausanne). 

October 2014  « La justice climatique », invited speaker for the « Ogranisation des étudiants en 
philosophie de l’Unil » (Université de Lausanne). 
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March 2014 « Les théories de la justice climatique comme théories de la justice appliquée », 
presentation with Alain Renaut in a MA/PhD/post-doc seminar (Paris-Sorbonne 
University, France) 

September 2013 « Introduction à l’éthique climatique », presentation at the « Etats Généraux de 
philosophie » (Lausanne, Maison de quartier sous gare). 

 
13.4.  Experiences in international negotiations 
 
November 30– December 12 2015  Participation at the 21st UN climate summit in Paris (COP21), as 

an observer for the Swiss NGO ProClim.  

April 13-17 2014  Participation at the National Model United Nations conference 
(NMUN) in New York with a delegation from the Swiss Study 
Foundation (Sheraton New York Times Square Hotel & New 
York Hilton Midtown Hotel). Country represented: Romania; UN 
body: UNEP.  

 
14. LANGUAGES 
 
French  Native speaker   
English  C1/C2 
German   B1 
Dutch  A2 
 
 


